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BROWN RUDNICK LLP 
David J. Molton (SBN 262075) 
(DMolton@brownrudnick.com) 
Seven Times Square 
New York, New York 10036 
Telephone: (212) 209-4800 
Facsimile: (212) 209-4801 

BROWN RUDNICK LLP 
Joel S. Miliband (SBN 077438) 
(JMiliband@brownrudnick.com) 
2211 Michelson Drive, Seventh Floor 
Irvine, California 92612 
Telephone: (949) 752-7100 
Facsimile: (949) 252-1514 
 
Attorneys for Fire Victim Trustee 

 

 

 
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 
 
 
   In re: 
 
PG&E CORPORATION, 
 
 - and – 
 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY,  
Debtors. 
 
 Affects PG&E Corporation 
 Affects Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
 Affects both Debtors 
 
* All papers shall be filed in the Lead Case, 
No. 19-30088 (DM). 

 Case No. 19-30088 (DM) 
Chapter 11 
(Lead Case)  
(Jointly Administered) 
 
FIRE VICTIM TRUST’S 
NOTICE OF FINAL 
RESOLUTION OF  
ASSIGNED CLAIMS  
 
[Relates to Docket Numbers 12682 and 
12884] 
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TO FIRE VICTIMS AND ALL OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the PG&E Fire Victim Trust (the “Trust”) has settled claims 

(the “Assigned Claims”) against Osmose Utilities Services, Inc. (the “Settling Vegetation 

Management Defendant”) that the Trust held as part of the Assigned Rights and Causes of Action 

transferred to the Trust pursuant to the Debtors’ and Shareholder Proponents’ Joint Chapter 11 

Plan of Reorganization dated June 19, 2020 [Dkt. No. 8048].  A complete copy of the settlement 

and release agreement that was fully executed on June 21, 2024 (the “Settlement Agreement”) is 

attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and will be posted on the Fire Victim Trust Website at 

www.firevictimtrust.com.  

The Settlement Agreement provides, inter alia, for the Settling Vegetation Management 

Defendant to remit to the Trust the total lump sum of four million five hundred thousand dollars 

($4,500,000.00) (the “Settlement Amount”) and for mutual releases to be executed by the Trust 

and the Settling Vegetation Management Defendant. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a redacted1 copy of the engagement letter (the 

“VM Firms’ Engagement Letter”) effective January 27, 2021, between the Trust and the firms 

Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy, LLP, Corey, Luzaich, de Ghetaldi & Riddle, LLP, Walkup, Melodia, 

Kelly & Schoenberger, Dreyer, Babich, Buccola, Wood & Campora, LLP, Andrews & Thornton, A 

Law Corporation, and Greenberg Gross LLP (together, “VM Firms”) in connection with the 

Assigned Claims is attached hereto as Exhibit 22 and will be posted on the Fire Victim Trust 

Website at www.firevictimtrust.com.  The Trust will file a supplemental notice disclosing the 

 
1 The VM Firms’ Engagement Letter remains redacted in accordance with the Order Granting Motion of the Fire 

Victim Trustee to File Redacted Versions of Certain Retention Agreements Until Litigation Related to Such Retention 
Agreements is Finally Resolved [Dkt. No. 12884], which provides, among other things, that the unredacted copy of the 
retention agreement is confidential, shall remain under seal, and shall not be made available to anyone without the 
express written consent of the Trustee or order of the Court until such time as the litigation to which the retention 
agreement applies has been finally resolved by judgment, arbitration, mediation, or otherwise.  The litigation to which 
the VM Firms’ Engagement Letter applies is currently in mediation and has not yet been finally resolved with respect 
to certain other vegetation management entities, including The Davey Tree Expert Co., Davey Tree Surgery Co., and 
Davey Resource Group, Inc. 

2 The Trust previously filed redacted copies of the VM Firms’ Engagement Letter as Exhibit B to Fire Victim 
Trustee’s Responses in Connection with the Court’s August 2, 2022 Discovery Order [Dkt. No. 12931] and as Exhibit 2 
to Fire Victim Trust’s Notice of Final Resolution of Assigned Claims [Dkt. No. 13607].  
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amounts of its costs, expenses, and attorneys’ fees and disclosing the net benefit received by the 

Trust as a result of the Settlement Agreement.  

DATED:  July 2, 2024 BROWN RUDNICK LLP 
 
 

By: 

 
 
/s/ David J. Molton 

 David J. Molton (SBN 262075) 
(DMolton@brownrudnick.com) 
Seven Times Square 
New York, New York 10036 
Telephone: (212) 209-4800 
Facsimile: (212) 209-4801 
 
and  
 
Joel S. Miliband (SBN 077438) 
(JMiliband@brownrudnick.com) 
2211 Michelson Drive 
Seventh Floor 
Irvine, California 92612  
Telephone: (949) 752-7100 
Facsimile: (949) 252-1514 
 
Attorneys for Fire Victim Trustee 
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EXHIBIT 1 
 

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
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EXHIBIT 2 
 

VM FIRMS’ ENGAGEMENT LETTER 
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(b) The Finns agree to keep the trnstee of the Trnst (the 
"Trustee") and the Trnst's consultant,  (the "Authorized Agent"), reasonably 
informed as to the progress 

The Finns also agree to provide either written or oral explanations of work 
pe1fo1med if requested to do so by the Trnstee or the Authorized Agent. 

(c) Prior to c01mnencing any comt proceeding as contemplated by the
Representation, the Finns will provide the Trustee and the Authorized Agent with a draft 
complaint. The Films shall not file or serve any initiating complaint, or make any demand for 
payment from a prospective defendant without the prior written approval of the Trnstee or the 
Authorized Agent. 

( d) The Films shall not retain or othe1wise engage the services of any electronic
discovery platfo1ms, databases, consultants, or other siinilar vendors and service providers 
"Discove Services" without the rior written consent of the Tmstee or the Authorized A ent 

The Fi1ms shall not retain or employ any third-party investigators or other ex 
without the rior written consent of the T rnstee or the Authorized A ent 

(f) The Films shall not retain or employ any thii·d-party bankrnptcy or insurance
ecial Counsel" without the rior written consent of the Trnstee or the Authorized

2 
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that is dissatisfied with the final outcome of the ADR process set forth in this paragraph shall be 
entitled to commence an arbitration proceeding in accordance with Section 7(b) of this 
Engagement Letter. 

 
(b) The parties further agree that any dispute that is not resolved by the ADR process 

shall be submitted to binding arbitration administered by the American Arbitration Association, 
in accordance with its Commercial Arbitration Rules. Such claims shall be heard by a panel of 
three arbitrators, to be chosen as follows: within fifteen (15) days after the commencement of 
arbitration, each party shall select one person to act as arbitrator; thereafter, the two individually 
selected arbitrators shall select a third arbitrator within ten days of their appointment. If the 
arbitrators selected by the parties are unable or fail to agree upon the third arbitrator, the third 
arbitrator shall be selected by the American Arbitration Association. The arbitration panel shall 
have the power to rule upon its own jurisdiction and authority. The place of arbitration shall be 
San Francisco, California, unless the parties agree in writing to a different location. Regardless 
of where the arbitration proceeding actually takes place, all aspects of the arbitration shall be 
governed by the laws of the State of California, without regard to its conflicts of law provisions 
that would apply the laws of another jurisdiction. The parties shall bear their own legal fees and 
costs in connection with any arbitration proceedings brought pursuant to this Section 7. The 
award of the arbitrators shall be accompanied by a reasoned opinion, and judgment on the award 
rendered by the arbitration panel may be entered in any court having jurisdiction thereof. Except 
as may be required by law or to enforce an award, neither a party to an arbitration proceeding nor 
an arbitrator may disclose the existence, content, or results of any arbitration hereunder without 
the prior written consent of the parties to this Engagement Letter. The parties to this Engagement 
Letter acknowledge that by agreeing to this arbitration provision, they are giving up the right to 
litigate claims against each other in the judicial system, and important rights that would be 
available in litigation, including the right to trial by judge or jury, to extensive discovery and to 
appeal an adverse decision. The parties acknowledge that they have read and understand this 
arbitration provision, and that they voluntarily agree to binding arbitration in accordance with the 
foregoing. 

 
(c) This Engagement Letter shall be governed by the laws of the State of California, 

without regard to its conflicts of law provisions that would apply the laws of another jurisdiction. 
 

 
8. Termination. 

 
The Trust has the right to terminate this engagement at any time upon delivery of written 

notice (including by email) to the Receivers. In the event of termination by the Trust, the Firms 
shall provide cooperation in any transition, including return of materials provided to the Firms by 
the Trust and providing copies of any work product created under this Engagement Letter or in 
connection with the Representation. The Firms also have the right, subject to certain 
responsibilities under applicable ethical rules, to terminate this engagement by giving the Trust 
written notice if the Trust fails to cooperate with the Firms or if the Firms determine that 
continuing to represent the Trust would be unethical, impractical or improper. 
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Email: aa@andrewsthornton.com 
Email: shiggins@andrewsthornton.com 
 
For the Trust, to:  

 
 Hon. John K. Trotter (Ret.), Trustee 
 PG&E Fire Victim Trust 
 Two Embarcadero Center, Suite 1500 
 San Francisco, CA 94111 

 
With copies to:  

 
 
 
  

 
 
 David J. Molton  
 Brown Rudnick LLP 
 7 Times Square 
 New York, New York 10036 
 Email: dmolton@brownrudnick.com 
 
 

12.   Effectiveness. 
 

This Engagement Letter shall not become effective until it has been executed and 
delivered by all the parties hereto. 

 
 
13.   Counterpart Signatures. 

 
 This Engagement Letter may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which 
shall be deemed an original for all purposes, and all of which together shall constitute and be 
deemed one and the same agreement. 
 
 

14.   Headings. 
 
 The headings contained in this Engagement Letter are for reference purposes only and 
shall not in any way affect the meaning or interpretation of this Engagement Letter. 
 

(Signature page follows) 
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[Signature Page to Engagement Letter] 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties have caused this Engagement Letter to be duly executed 
as of the date first written above. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ACCEPTED AND AGREED 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
PG&E FIRE VICTIM TRUST 
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
COTCHETT, PITRE & McCARTHY, 
LLP 
 

 
____________________________________ 
COREY, LUZAICH, de GHETALDI 
& RIDDLE, LLP 
 

 
____________________________________ 
WALKUP, MELODIA, KELLY & 
SCHOENBERGER 
 

 
____________________________________ 
DREYER, BABICH, BUCCOLA, WOOD 
& CAMPORA, LLP  

 
____________________________________ 
GREENBERG GROSS LLP 

 
 ___________________________________ 
ANDREWS & THORNTON, A LAW 
CORPORATION 
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[Signature Page to Engagement Letter] 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties have caused this Engagement Letter to be duly executed 
as of the date first written above. 

ACCEPTED AND AGREED 

___________________________________ 
PG&E FIRE VICTIM TRUST 

____________________________________ 
COTCHETT, PITRE & McCARTHY, 
LLP 

____________________________________ 
COREY, LUZAICH, de GHETALDI 
& RIDDLE, LLP 

____________________________________ 
WALKUP, MELODIA, KELLY & 
SCHOENBERGER 

____________________________________ 
DREYER, BABICH, BUCCOLA, WOOD 
& CAMPORA, LLP  

____________________________________ 
GREENBERG GROSS LLP 

 ___________________________________ 
ANDREWS & THORNTON, A LAW 
CORPORATION 
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